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NOETH AMEEICA. 

A Walloon Family in America. Lockwood de Forest and his 
Forebears, 1500-1848. By Mrs. Bobert W. de Forest. Together 
with a voyage to Guiana, being the Journal of Jesse de Forest and his 
Colonists, 1623-1625. Vol. 1: 314 pp. Map, ills. Vol. 2: 391 pp. Ills., 
index. Houghton Mifflin Co., New York, 1914. 10 x 6%. 
Through this entertaining family record there runs modestly a most impor- 
tant thread of geographical information. The De Forests, a branch of the 
family uses the variant spelling De Freest, came to this country in the 
colonial plan of the Patroon Van Eensselaer, therefore their original estab- 
lishment was in part on the upper Hudson Eiver and in part on the island of 
Manhattan. In following the particular branch of the family which is the 
theme of this narrative we are introduced to the frontier settlement in what 
is now Harlem, to the raids of the Indians which it was impossible to resist 
when so far from civilization, at last to the removal of the family to the 
vicinity of the fort and the assumption of land on the north side of what is 
now Stone street midway between Whitehall and Broad streets. From this 
then central homestead a younger son of the first Isaac De Forest went voy- 
aging through Hell Gate in a rowboat and established himself in a new set- 
tlement on the Connecticut shore of Long Island Sound a short distance up 
the Housatonic Eiver in what is now the town of Stratford. 

At this point in the family narrative the geography becomes minute and 
local; these Connecticut De Forests seem to have lost the exploration fever, 
they clung close to the roof tree and became substantial citizens, office bearers 
in the meeting house, minor officials in the township, soldiers in the Eevolu- 
tion. Yet they kept themselves at the fringe of settlement, they were pioneers 
in the subdivision of the parish and the creation of new townships back in 
the hills. It was not until the second quarter of the last century that the De 
Forests returned to New York to take part in the greater affairs of the 
metropolis. 

The first Connecticut De Forest adventured his young hopes in a rowboat, 
his descendant returned to New York, after two centuries, as a merchant prince 
directing the voyages of fleets of ships upon the sea. But Mrs. De Forest has 
proved herself not unmindful of the geography of wider voyaging. Her minute 
investigation of the family history in the Low Countries led her to the discov- 
ery of a little-known manuscript in the British Museum listed as Sloane MS. 
179b. This proves to be the highly valuable record of the expedition of a voy- 
age under the leadership of Jesse De Forest to the Amazon and the Guiana 
coast in 1623 for the purpose of establishing a Walloon colony. This manu- 
script is here for the first time printed in the original French accompanied by 
an English translation, and it is illustrated by reproductions in photographic 
facsimile of the title-page and four of the maps of the manuscript, together 
with Blaeuw 's map of Guiana. This record will prove of great value to students 
of the Essequibo and adjacent coasts and is well worth detailed geographical 
collation. In a few particulars it will be necessary to refer to the original 
manuscript for the deciphering of knotty points of chirography which are here- 
represented by lacunas, and the identification of the points noted in the journal 
is by no means complete. It is important that the existence of this print 
should be noted in the bibliography of the Guianas. William Churchill. 
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